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District Staff 
Caroline Myers* 

Executive Director 

Robert W. Kiley 
Soil and Water  Resource Technician 

Kelly Emerick* 
Soil and Water  Resource Technician 

Tucker Kautz 
Soil and Water Planning Technician 

Karen Ervay 
Education Coordinator & Secretary to the Board 

 In 2010 MCSWCD sold more than 27,000 
seedlings and 1,610 shrubs and other plants at its 
annual Tree and Shrub sale. These seedlings were sold 
to a total of 422 customers to promote backyard 
conservation. All trees sold by the District offer some 
value to wildlife and ecosystem management. 
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Forestry and Wildlife 
Annual Tree and Shrub Sale 

Fish Stocking Program 

Pond and Wildlife Management 
 During 2010  the District provided pond 
management assistance to 132 landowners via 
phone and 13 via pond management site visits.  
 The District also provided information to 61 
concerned citizens who called with questions about 
wildlife management. 

Bareroot concolor fir seedlings 

A customer picks up their order at the 
Annual Tree and Shrub Sale. 

 The District sold 4,732 fish fingerlings and 
146 triploid grass carp to local homeowners in 
the Spring and Fall of 2010.  

* Caroline Myers was Executive Director from Jan.-Oct. of 2010 and is currently 
the District’s Soil and Water Resource Specialist. Kelly Emerick was hired as 

Executive Director of the District in Oct. 2010. 

County Appropriation  $50,000 

Earned Income Programs  $142,611 

Stormwater Contracts/ Grants  $116,020 

State Soil and Water Funding   $96,644 

NRCS/ Support to SWCD  $10,106 

 During 2010 the Monroe County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (MCSWCD) leveraged 
$428,931 in funds for the $50,000 investment from 
the County.  This represents a $8.58 return for each 
dollar in county appropriation funds to help meet 
Monroe County conservation needs. 

Funding Summary 

Board of Directors 
Chuck Colby 

Chairman & Member at Large 

Rollin Pickering 
Vice-Chairman & Member at Large 

Richard Yolevich 
Treasurer & Legislative Representative 

C. Stephen Eckel 
Legislative Representative 

Selden Chase 
Assistant Secretary & Farm Bureau Representative 

Mark Greene 
Member at Large & Farm Representative 

Tom Klafehn 
Member at Large 



Churchville-Chili High School Team #3 took first place.  
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 The District held the 2010 Monroe 
County Envirothon on May 5th at Ellison 
Park. This annual event is an educational 
contest where teams of high school 
students learn about and test their 
knowledge of environmental issues. This 
past year’s Envirothon drew 100 students 
from high schools around the county.  

Students participating in the Forestry category work 
to correctly identify tree leaves.  

Education 

 Even with a partial rainout, the District’s 
2010 Conservation Field Days drew 900 5th and 
6th graders from 15 elementary schools 
around Monroe County. The District was 
delighted to welcome these students to Ellison 
Park on September 28th and 29th to learn from 
local environmental professionals and have fun!  
 Presenters for the 2010 Field Days 
included:  The NYS  Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the 
Monroe County Parks 
Department, Friends of 
Ganondagan, the Audubon 
Society, General Motors, Ducks 
Unlimited and many others.  
 Conservation Field Days aims 
to educate students about the 
environment through hands on 
learning  in a relaxed outdoor 
atmosphere.  

Envirothon 

Derek Kilmer teaches students about fuel cell vehicles. 

Students learning about Native American 
culture from the Friends of Ganondagan. 

Conservation Field Days 

 Churchville-Chili High School’s 
Team #2 went on to represent Monroe 
County at the New York State 
Envirothon. They placed 7th overall at 
the State Competition of 51 teams from 
other counties. 



 The MCSWCD closed out our Agricultural Non-Point Source Round 11 Genesee 
River Implementation Grant in 2010. The grant consisted of 14 Best Management 
Practices on 12 farms in the Genesee River Watershed. This Grant was a collective 
team effort between MCSWCD, Genesee County SWCD, and Wyoming County 
SWCD to target priority resource concern on agricultural land in the Genesee River 
Watershed. The total amount of grant monies utilized in this grant was $420,836. 
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Agriculture 

2010 AEM Accomplishments 
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Agricultural Environmental Management 

Tri-County Grant Completed 

Agricultural Assistance 
Preparation of 102 soil group worksheets  

Soil group worksheets determine the type of soils on 
active farmland for the purpose of tax assessments. 

27,805 ft of subsurface drainage tile laid 
out, surveyed, and designed 
Tile helps increase crop productivity by improving field 

drainage. 

2 Ag conservation projects implemented 
under Lake Ontario Grant 
 4 acre filter strip installation (right) 
 8.2 acre permanent hay planting  
Permanent hay plantings prevent erosion by having 

constant ground cover and also provide well rounded 
forage for livestock. 

The installation a filter strip prevents suspended 
sediment nutrients from traveling directly into 

water bodies or onto crop fields. 

 Farm planning and natural resource protection in New York begins at the 
local level through the Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) program. 
 The AEM program helps farmers implement environmentally and 
agriculturally beneficial practices. Through the AEM process our District is able to 
document the importance of farming in Monroe County, provide technical 
assistance to farms and help put local farmers in touch with grant funding 
available for conservation practices.  In 2010 MCSWCD entered 26 farms into 4 
separate grant programs. 
  The AEM program has five different Tiers: 

Tier 1– Inventory current activities, future plans and potential environmental concerns. 
Tier 2– Document current land stewardship; assess and prioritize areas of concern. 
Tier 3– Develop conservation plans addressing concerns and opportunities to reach  farm goals. 
Tier 4– Implement plans utilizing available financial, educational and technical assistance. 
Tier 5– Evaluate to ensure the protection of the environment and farm viability. 
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Streambank Stabilization 

Implemented Projects 

Streambank Stabilization Assistance 
 During the past year, MCSWCD conducted 16 
stream corridor site assessments, assisted a landowner with 
one permit, developed the design for one stream corridor 
stabilization project, and implemented 2 streambank 
stabilization projects (detailed below).   
 The District, in partnership with Lu Engineers and 
the Town of Chili, also conducted a geomorphic 
assessment on Black Creek. To complete this geomorphic 
assessment field data was collected and analyzed to 
understand the variables which shape the 
dimension, pattern, and profile of the creek. This 
data collection involved conducting a pebble count, 
surveying the width and depth of several cross sections of 
the creek and recording detailed information about the 
banks of the creek to determine the creeks 
erosive potential. 

District Technicians Bob Kiley (left) 
and Tucker Kautz (right) conducting a 

total station survey on Black Creek. 

 One project in 2010 was 
implemented in the Town of 
Parma with funds from the Finger 
Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed 
Protection Alliance. This project 
was an 140 linear foot section of 
Larkin Creek that was eroding 
and threatening a Town bridge 
and a homeowner’s driveway in 
the Town of Parma (right).    
 A second streambank 
stabilization project was 
implemented with funds from the 
NYS Environmental Protection Fund. This 
project, located in the Town of Riga,  involved 
the stabilization of 429 linear feet of an 
unnamed tributary to Black Creek.  
 Both projects utilized native trees and shrubs that 
were planted between rock rip rap on the streambank 
to stabilize the soil and prevent future erosion. 

Above left:  
A series of 

pictures from 
the stream stabilization project 
implemented in the Town of 

Parma.  
 

Below Left:  
 Pictures of the tributary 
to Black Creek in Riga before, 
during, and after construction.  
A more recent picture of this 

project is featured 
on the cover of 

this year’s 
Annual Report. 
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 In the spring and fall of 2010 Don W. Lake, Jr. 
and the District brought the Western New York 
Stormwater Management Training Series to Monroe 
County. The subject matter of these seminars varied 
with topics ranging from the classification and 
engineering of soils to the incorporation of green 
infrastructure into site design. The WNY Stormwater 
Management Training series proved to be a huge 
success with over 100 people attending the 8 
seminars. 

Stormwater  

 In 2010 the District held a total of 41 stormwater related trainings with a 
combined attendance of 1096 participants.    

Training  Participants 
NYS‐DEC Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control  593 

Municipal Construction Site Inspection  94 

Landowner Living Next to Stormwater Ponds  90 

Code Enforcement Officer Site Plan Review   91 

Green Infrastructure Bus Tour  38 

Stream Stabilization Investigation and Design Workshop  81 

Western NY Stormwater Management Series with Don Lake  109 

2010 Stormwater Training Statistics 

Stormwater Trainings 

Stormwater Training Highlights 

 Dave Derrick, a 
research hydrologist for the 
US Army Corps of Engineers, 
led a three day stream 
investigation workshop that 
the District coordinated in 
May of 2010. This workshop 
drew a total of 81 people 
from around the Northeast. 
The workshop focused on 
long term sustainable river and streambank stabilization techniques with one day 
of actual field implementation. 

Attendees build rock weirs and half drown logs in Powdermill Park to 
stop erosion of the Irondequoit Creek streambank. 
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 In Fall of 2010 the District coordinated a 
bus tour focusing on green infrastructure 
practices that have been installed around 
Monroe County. A total of 38 people attended 
the tour which showcased green infrastructure 
practices like bioswales, bioretention cells, rain 
gardens and porous pavement.  

Stormwater  
Stormwater Training Highlights continued 

Stormwater Technical Assistance 

Properly installed silt fence (left) is toed in 6”, 
installed on the contour and is tight with no rips 

or frays. When silt fence is not maintained 
properly they can fail (right). The failing of silt 
fences can cause sediment to enter the nearest 
waterbody, thus degrading local water quality. 

Stormwater Inspections 
 In 2010, the District conducted 93 construction site inspections in Monroe 
County. The District staff assisted developers, contractors and municipalities to gain 
compliance with current stormwater regulations and New York State standards 
and specifications. District personnel identified erosion and sediment control 
practices and post construction stormwater management facilities that were 
installed incorrectly or in conflict with current stormwater specifications. Silt fence 
(as seen below) is commonly installed incorrectly. 

 Through the intermunicipal agreement with the Stormwater Coalition of 
Monroe County, the MCSWCD staff completed 305 requests for stormwater 
technical assistance including: construction inspections, permit assistance, plan 
reviews, handling construction site and drainage complaints, streambank erosion 
and stormwater pond assistance and MS4 audit assistance.  

 District staff provided a training 
on stormwater ponds for residents of a 
municipality here in Monroe County. More than 
90 residents attended the seminar which 
focused on addressing common questions and 
complaints about stormwater ponds; from algal 
blooms to nuisance wildlife. A well maintained stormwater pond 

Participants observe the bioretention cell at the Robert B. 
Goergen Hall on the University of Rochester campus. 
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Conservationist of the Year 
  The District recently named 

Selden Chase as the 2010 
Conservationist of the Year. Selden 
and his wife Marilyn (right) have 
owned and operated Chase’s 
Greenhouse and Florist in Rush, NY 
for  over 50 years. He has also 
served on the Board of Directors for 
the MCSWCD for 25 years,  as a 
Rush Town Councilman for 16 years 
and been part of  many other 
community organizations including 
Monroe County Farm Bureau, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Monroe County 
Farmland Protection, and Greater Rochester Florist Association. 

Selden and Marilyn Chase 


